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carding, spinning and weaving and that if substantial assistance is forthcoming
they will be prepared to equip the research station with necessary staff and even
trained apprentices. The Kashmir Government want Rs. 5.000 annually for five
years.

Provincial Government's Proposals

How the various local Governments ' in British India propose to develop the
handloom industry will be known by the Industries Conference tomorrow. Each
province will of course be given a free hand to tackle the problem facing handloom
weaving industry, but they must all beep in view the general policy that coopera-
tive buying and selling on behalf of handloom weavers should be developed.

MADRAS

In Madras, except in the Nilgiris, all other districts are handloom weaving
areas. According to the 1931 figures, the total number of handlooms at work in
the presidency was 1,93,000, and the number of persons employed was 6.41,000.
Considering the quantity of cotton twist and yarn alone consumed by the hand-
loom weavers and the number of people dependent upon the textile cottage indus-
try, it is urged that a sum of Es. 1,32,000 in the first year and Es. 1,22.300 in
subsequent years should be contributed to this province. In the initial stages
various forms of direct assistance are proposed to be accorded to free weavers from
their indebtedness to sowcars and bring the weavers into the fold of cooperative
societies. The crux of the whole problem of handloom weaving is marketing and
the Madras Government propose to establish a provincial cooperative marketing
society to be managed by a board consisting of 15 members, of which the Director
of Industries will be the president and the Principal of the Government Textile
Institute will be the secretary. It will be necessary for the society to appoint an
expert marketing officer with necessary staff, The society will open sales depots I in
suitable centres in the presidency like Madras, Madura, Salem, Coimbatore, Bellary,
Conjeevaram, Peddapuram and Cannanore, Steps will also be taken to revive the
existing weavers' societies in their repective areas, the provincial society giving each
primary society a grant of not more than Ks. 250 per annum to meet its
expenditure.

BURMA

The Burma Government have submitted a long memorandum in which they
claim more than what they would get as one-tenth share on the ground among
other things, that Burma has the largest number of looms of any province in India
and that she has no interest in the mill industry, for the protection of which the
Indian Tariff (Textile Protection Amendment) Bill was passed. The duties imposed
by this bill fall without any corresponding benefit to the people, the bulk of whom
are agriculturists and as the handloom industry is an important subsidiary occupa-
tion of agriculturists it deserves a greater amount of share in the grants-in-aid.
At present the handloom industry, which is scattered throughout the province, is
unorganized. With a grant-in-aid, it is proposed to establish a permanent exhibition
of the handloom weavers' products and a research station, as well as an organiza-
tion of demonstration parties the aim of which will be to introduce improved appli-
ances and methods of weaving.

BOMBAY

In Bombay the grant-in-aid is proposed to be'spent at the commencement of start-
ing district industrial associations for helping weavers in the matter of marketing
their products, most of the working capital being supplied to the associations by
cooperative banks. At least five such associations will be necessary to start with,
each to be allotted Bs. 5,000 per annum. The constitution of the district industrial
associati on will be on the basis of co-operative sales agency and will be open to the
association to sell goods to members and non-members.

UNITED PBOYIKCES

In the United Provinces they have several schemes, the total cost of which will
be Es. 2,20,000 on account of non-recurring charges and Us. 50,000 for recurring
expenses. The schemes include a provincial intelligence bureau, a provincial mar-
keting organisation, provincial designing section, a provincial refioishing plant and